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The Phatshoane Henney Group of Associated 

Law Firms, founded by Bloemfontein law firm 

Phatshoane Henney inc., has in a four year pe-

riod established itself as the largest association 

of law firms in South Africa, currently comprising 

24 law firms across 8 provinces, with more than 

34 offices and over 215 attorneys, standing as a 

first for the legal profession in South Africa. 

 

To celebrate the growth of the group and the 

group initiatives of 2009, the group held its an-

nual gala evening on Friday 9 October at the 

Woodlands Function Venue Hall in Bloemfontein.  

 

The evening was attended by 180 guests includ-

ing guest speaker, previous economist of the 

year and economist from Economist.co.za, Mr 

Mike Schussler, Deans of Law Faculties, represen-

tatives of L.E.A.D, Standard Bank, ABSA Bank, 

Nedbank, Investec, First National Bank, Citadel, 

Citadel Trust, Glenrand MIB, Vodacom, Black-

berry, BEE Rating Solutions, Korbitec, Law Active, 

media representatives, and representatives of 

group member firms.  

The evening involved a key note address by Mr 

Mike Schussler regarding the Global and South 

African economy as well as the state of the Pro-

fessional Services industry;  the presentation of 

the Group Annual Report for 2008/9 by Group 

Chair, Me Violet Phatshoane;  the presentation of 

group awards by ABSA,  BEE Rating Solutions,  

First National Bank,  Investec,  Nedbank and 

Standard Bank to group firms;  and a donation 

by the Phatshoane Henney Foundation to the  

!Xun children’s group from the Northern Cape. 

Overview 
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From left: Mr Douglas Henney, Director Phatshoane Henney inc, Me 
Violet Phatshoane, Chair of the Phatshoane Henney Group and Mr 
Mike Schussler, economist from Economists.co.za 

The Phatshoane Henney Group Gala Evening of 2009 achieved its goal of celebrating another 
year in the group’s history and providing a valuable marketing platform and networking opportu-
nity for group sponsors and strategic partners to interact with the group and demonstrate their 
support of the group. 
 
Marketing our brand 
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The group annual gala evening was held at the 

beautiful Woodlands Venue Function in Bloem-

fontein. The festivities commenced with a per-

formance by the !Xun Children’s Dance Group 

from the Northern Cape followed by a donation 

to the !Xun group by Mr Douglas Henney, on be-

half of the Phatshoane Henney Foundation.  

 

A key note address by well known economist, Mr 

Mike Schussler of Economists.co.za, kicked off 

the formalities for the evening. In his address, Mr 

Schussler highlighted the state of the global 

economy, emphasizing that world economic 

indicators were predicting a recovery and in par-

ticular the recovery of the American economy in 

the coming months. In respect of the South Afri-

can economy, Mr Schussler emphasized that 

although the South African economy was lag-

ging behind the global economy, leading indi-

cators were showing signs that the road to re-

covery had commenced, but warning that it 

would still take several months before reaching 

normalization. Reflecting on the professional ser-

vices industry, Mr Schussler noted that this sector 

had been particularly hard hit in the preceding 

months, but that even this sector was starting to 

show signs of recovery, with good signs of recov-

ery by 2010 showings and normalization pre-

dicted by 2011. 

 

Following Mr Schussler, Me Violet Phatshoane, 

Chair of the Phatshoane Henney Group, pro-

vided her annual report for the year 2008/9. In 

her overview of the year she commented that 

2009 had seen a direct focus by the group on 

developing and enhancing strategic relation-

ships with important service providers and finan-

cial institutions to create potential new avenues 

of revenue generation for firms and provide op-

portunities for the reduction of firm cost struc-

tures. She remarked that this focus had been 

successful, with existing partnerships with Stan-

dard Bank, Nedbank and Investec continuing to 

add value to member firms and new strategic 

partnerships with Glenrand MIB, Vodacom and 

Korbitec coming to fruition and also benefitting 

The Evening 
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In her annual report, group chair, Violet Phatshoane, highlighted the group vision and strategic intent 
for 2010 and confirmed that the group would continue to focus on growing the group strategic rela-
tionships as well as expanding the group to urban centers not yet represented by a group firm in the 
coming year. 
 
The vision for 2010 
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Mr Mike Schussler presenting his key-note address on the 
state of the global and South African economy. 



member firms. Additionally she remarked that interest in the group remained high and boded well for 

new firm prospects during 2010, confirming the national awareness and brand strength of the group as 

the largest association of law firms in the South African legal fraternity. 

 

To finalise the proceedings, Mr Douglas Henney, Director at Phatshoane Henney inc., conducted the 

awards ceremony with the following awards being presented to group law firms: 
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ABSA Certificate of Achievement in recognition of the exceptional contri-

bution made towards BEE appointments at the firm during 2008/9. Awarded 

to Pretoria law firm,  Van der Merwe du Toit inc. 

 

 

BEE Rating Solutions Certificate of Achievement for the law firm achieving 

the highest BEE verification score by a group firm in 2009. Awarded to 

Bloemfontein law firm,  Naudes inc. 

 

 

First National Bank Certificate of Achievement for the law firm with the 

highest volume of registrations in rand value for period 1 August 2008 to 31 

July 2009, best average registration turn-around time and highest business 

pipeline. Awarded to Port Elizabeth law firm,  Greyvensteins inc. 

 

Investec Certificate of Achievement for the exceptional contribution 

made to Investec Cash Manager System during 2009. Awarded to Pretoria 

law firm,  Van der Merwe du Toit inc. 

 

 

Nedbank Certificate of Achievement for the best average balances on 

the Nedbank Corporate Saver for the last 6 months. Awarded to Port Shep-

stone law firm,  Barry Botha Breytenbach inc. 

 

 

Standard Bank Certificate of Achievement for the exceptional contribu-

tion made to the Standard Bank Third Party Fund Administration system dur-

ing 2009. Awarded to Port Elizabeth law firm,  Greyvensteins inc. 
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News article in Sake 24 regarding guest speaker Mike 
Schussler ’s address at the group gala evening. 



It is also appropriate that we again acknowl-

edge and thank our sponsors who assisted in 

making the gala evening possible through their 

support and sponsorships: 

 

Main sponsors of the evening were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Phatshoane Henney gala evening for 2009, 

the highlight of the group annual calendar, lived 

up to expectations and provided not only for an 

evening of awards and glamour, but also re-

sulted in a stronger understanding by the media, 

partners and sponsors of the importance of the 

group to the South African legal profession and 

the valuable contribution it has made and will 

continue to make in future. 

 

For more information about the group or to find 

out about sponsorship opportunities in respect of 

the group gala evening for 2010, please con-

tact: 

 

Michelle Jansen 

    +27 82 420 1690 

   michelle@phinc.co.za 

   www.phfirms.co.za 

  

Our Sponsors 
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Sponsors of the group gala evening were afforded the opportunity to indicate their sponsorship of the func-
tion via brand promotion on group invitations, programmes and post-event acknowledgement in addition to 
being afforded the opportunity display corporate branding and brochures at the venue on the evening. 
 
Brand marketing opportunities to main sponsors 

Outcomes Achieved 


